HFATA+| |

N
B
i

—

WEREER UK
@% —ﬁi / R ETEEREERR

BRBEREE - TAF  HRERATBARERNNRE - (ERNLAISKENESR L - HHLIERMEL
NER : ME - RFEERAECHETFELRK BB - REFEKRKRBRET  HE2ERE X6
BRFZMREZE  BE—RTHBE - FHETF - 2RIXEY - BERMN : 8+F  FTREA B
B2 T RREMNERERFHCEMERERE) - MHRRMNmE - B -8 5 PRSEKE
(AR EXEMER)  KBEEELTHRES 27T ERBLFERREE  BETEREEE
2 -RMAT 5 EXTHHEE  ERAEANES - —TRAFRELEEREDN B |

ERBRESURIESN —+F  FIEBNE  AHRHEESTTKER)N - RARBERELEH —
BNEEXHE - ARBERBE_THFNFE - FEESH+F - IEEE S ASBRORHNEE - sl
WRIET - TERES —HIPEAWTEN T4 - EEBZBERELNEMR RHEF —RLITHR%E
7% » B AELEN - —ERSMAE

BROBBEREDHELRIR - B - &3 PER - MESLEKER - 705K - RERSEH
BE o ETEERRER Bl T E - ERERNIIRI - BRBZFA(IIFFATERESNMRF LR
B 2NN2ESHREPLEREERAERINARBENEEEEZE - AR R —I) - MEE
AR - I REETRRABINENN/NE - AN EEREN  YERNZEPNATERE—RA
SMFEA LA AIHONg Kong Little League (BB EHE) - 2MBEFESE - RRA - Am - kR - 2
BE  YEFFRBEFEM  RETFE - TENERKBIIVERBARSRE—ER  LARHE—
DIEEEREEM - (BARFOEHRABH) - RAB2HMERMEN - THwZ P HROHBERESST - SHHM
HREREN PEXRE -EF & LR —ENGEE SEBSHESRNET  AEREFER
LRETERBRELERERE -

BEES0FRY) PAXATEEEARBNERK —EFELERT - EFPARRERETERZXALLER
BT - ¥UEE MRS REELBERERIABANNBRAEEIRED - BEDTEOERESH]
RI2 - ERHEEOEBRERPOFEELR - HPINREEL ARASR2N o BIRAEREELE
RRHOFER - DAR—ERAENED  BRERD  BERAGRAER NBEABREREXEESLR
e BRBAMEREEKMERE - 2R DHEES BTN VAERE - EFNPEEE LR
RESE AR ) SR HTT - FTES) B R o 1983F ) M) W AT BT B iR e B AR DR
BARRBIG THRRAAAFBENEELET - GEEFES—MHRBHAZE - PABREHSFIREND
e BREPPIIRREARR DHER" - PAERGHRBIBFRN R - EAEEGEMIIRS -
XEOEBARET B AR RMTERE - LERANRRERS - BEFitK - 2B0ROEER T DHE
BATEGAINES - BEEW - BE—T7 - PHEERSHERER  RESHBARHMER  YELS
HEFNEERRFEPENHRRE - EXIELHNEE

8OFM » PEMBENRFEAEPEMXAEL NERXRNEL AL SER(KGV)ETT - BEA
—HARES  ARRET=SIEERS - ARMHEET - SHREARESE - £80-90FKF - EHEEIF
BIR HmERE - PLFRE B HALRRAARBRIEESHRERKEALAEY  RE8E
IHE DA B R TR - {Eh5te - mis - BREE - Bl - R BERERMANT K BREZEE
NERAESINEREFNED - KBZFATRR - RERFI®  REKE T HTRES @ BERE
HES  BEDALTHRE  HELNHER - RABTEREEN & BEEsRLEHHER
ERNBNZEEZLERETBEL A - BEZSTRFRIERHNTREM -

R EEETZFNEABENRT HEERES"  H193=A5EFLEAKIL - BBERESE



ToHE BIERRE  BRBRNEDETHLHF  EERERRACERLTEE - S NERNE - BB
ESRE —ER EEERNFERRS  ENMERHRAHEGNRLE TR - BEZM+F - REE
EFAENBNRAAE  TREAM  REFLEHERERNTHMEFEELERBNRE  BFS
X REMBHERBANEREHTIBRS  RBNLEEERN - (FR—EFRAOERA - HHBNE
K BeBE—EENS - BOTH  BXBNGENAL  ERERERIAFEESLOM—ME -

m+&K - BERS -

Hong Kong Baseball
Development in Four Decades

Laurence Lee President of Hong Kong Baseball Association
Translated by:  Jennifer Eagleton

On the twentieth anniversary of the Hong Kong Baseball Association, | would like to offer my
sincerest congratulations. As one of the nine founders of the Association, | am filled with joy and
gratitude. Joy — as if | witnessed my own child growing up. Gratitude — for seeing the child pull
through illnesses, injuries and sleepless nights. In the first decade as a start-up, the road was rough.
In the next decade, a breakthrough was made. Our men’s baseball team participated in the Asian
Baseball Championship — the highest level tournament in Asia — and competed with Japan, Korea,
Taiwan and China, four of the top six teams in the world (the rest being USA and Cuba). Our
women’s baseball team made it to the world stage and participated in the IBAF Women'’s Baseball
World Cup, winning international recognition. It has taken us twenty years but we have proven
to be able to break out of Hong Kong and compete internationally. The twentieth anniversary is
indeed a new milestone for the sport of baseball in Hong Kong.

The development of the Hong Kong Baseball Association over the past 20 years since its inception
was mostly recorded in its quarterly publication “RUN", which has become an important source of
information regarding the history of baseball in Hong Kong. However in the 20 years before the
Hong Kong Baseball Association was formed, i.e., 40 ago, there were stories of baseball pioneers
that have gradually faded in people’s memory. Let me write about some of these stories from that
era as a contribution to Hong Kong's baseball history as well as my tribute to the trailblazers, both
deceased and living.

In post-war Hong Kong, compared to soccer, softball, basketball, or badminton, baseball
experienced a slower recovery. In the early 1970s, the Recreation & Sport Service (RSS) organized
the first training course for children’s baseball. The person in charge was Mr. LAM Lang Ping of the
RSS who had a passion for baseball himself. At the time, most of the participants came from lower
income families where parents did not have time to take care of their children on holidays. When
the first and only class graduated, Mr. LAM asked me if | could continue to lead the graduating
participants, together with some new ones, to form a Chinese kids' team. He even promised to help
us join and compete in the Hong Kong Little League which, at the time, consisted of teams with
Western players only. Nonetheless, equipment, uniforms, joining fees, and end of year gatherings
all added up to the cost. Fortunately the Hong Kong Little League agreed to waive all fees for us
and even donated all (used) baseball equipment to us. As long we sent in the teams, no matter how
many, the League would support us. This made a huge and lasting impact to our development. The
graduation of the first-year (which was also the only year) class was held at Happy Valley and the
Principal Recreation & Sport Officer of RSS Mr. Dicken YUNG was there for the presentation.

e+ |

H.

KA

T



HaEmaE+| |

N
B
[e)]

In the early 1980s, Shatin became Hong Kong’s first satellite city transformed from being a rural
area. The Senior Recreation & Sport Officer of RSS at the time, Mr. Jimmy CHOW, came up with
the idea of “New City, New Sports”. He suggested that Shatin district promote a little-known sport
called baseball at its schools and invited Hong Kong Little League to organize courses. | was the
Chinese representative among the directors of the Hong Kong Little League at the time. We sent
out invitations to many schools in Shatin to participate in our program, but in those days, despite
the high economic growth of the city, baseball was an unfamiliar sport that few people knew
about. The result was that only Kei Kok Primary School under the leadership of its principal Mr. LU
Kwong Fai, participated. Since then, every student baseball team in Shatin became a member of
the Shatin Baseball Club of the Shatin Sports Association. The Shatin District Officer at the time,
Mr. Donald TSANG Yam Kuen, was an ardent supporter of the concept of “New City, New Sports”.
In 1983, the Martin Team defeated the very strong Japanese youth team and snatched the crown
from its usual recipient. The victory sent strong ripples in the community. The authorities in Shatin
decided to name the longest bridge across the Shing Mun River, Martin Bridge to commemorate
this victory. As a result of strong governmental support, the Shatin Baseball Club was able to
have its own training ground in Tai Wai. We learnt from the technical excellence of Japanese
baseball and their strong coaching style. Over time we got bigger and the teams in our association
participated in the Hong Kong Little League matches at all levels and did very well. The Shatin
Baseball Club certainly played a role in promoting baseball in Hong Kong and developing a number
of excellent players and trainers representing Hong Kong.

In the 1980s, all the matches of the Little League took place at King George V School (KGV) at the
intersection between Homantin and To Kwa Wan. KGV had a huge lawn that could hold three
Little League matches at the same time. It had a central location with expansive grounds. The 1980s
to mid-1990s was the golden period for youth baseball in Hong Kong. During that time, a group
of parents began to realize playing baseball was good for children’s development. They began
to ponder how youth baseball could be developed more systematically in order to develop the
children’s spirit, character, body, technique, and discipline and to allow more children in Kowloon
participate in this sport. After years of investigation and discussion, a group of like-minded parents
who shared in their passion for baseball and their generosity contributed time and money (we
were not very wealthy but we were willing to do something good for society) in order to promote
baseball in Hong Kong and let more people from different age groups, regardless of gender, to
play the sport.

At long last, after a decade of conception, the Hong Kong Baseball Association was formed in
March 1993. The Association just passed its 20 year mark, but baseball in Hong Kong has been
developing for 40 years and has earned itself international recognition. Unfortunately, to date Hong
Kong still does not have a dedicated standard baseball pitch, despite the city’s reputation as a world
metropolis. Four decades have passed. | wish those who worked hard for baseball in Hong Kong
did not do so in vain. | also hope those who come after me will help the sport reach new heights.
Today, | wish all the baseball lovers out there can have a home for training and for matches. As
a senior baseballer, | sincerely request: Please give Hong Kong a baseball pitch, diamond-shaped,
with beautiful green grass and red clay, like the one | dream of often.

This will mean forty years have not gone by for nothing.
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