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IBAF NEWS

INTERNATIONAL BASEBALL FEDERATION

v\l BAF

Women's Baseball quickly growing stature

around the Globe

Some of those positive developments have picked up steam following the

IBAF’s announcement.
Baseball Digest April 25, 2009

a ploy for extra media coverage to garner

an Olympic bid, when a few weeks about
International Baseball Federation president Dr.
Harvey Schiller announced that baseball would add
a women'’s discipline to its bid for 2016. After all,
the IBAF was rebuffed by the International Softball
Federation in January to join forces in a combined
bid, so was this announcement a media ploy to get
back at softball?

I tseemed like a simple enough idea, or maybe

“Not at all,” Schiller said recently. “I was one of the
people (at the Atlanta Olympics) who helped bring
softball into the Olympics, and | believe both sports
belong on the Olympic programme. This move (to
add women'’s baseball) was long overdue and has
been met with a flood of support around the world
because the numbers and the opportunity support
the growth of baseball as a sport for all...and all
means women and girls of all ages who may leave
the game now because that opportunity is not
there.”

Some of those positive developments have picked
up steam following the IBAF's announcement.
Sandra Monteiro of Portugal became the first
female president of a baseball federation when
she was elected as head of the Portuguese
Baseball Federation. Then last month, 16-year-
old Eri Yoshida became the first woman to appear
in a Japanese professional game, striking out the
first batter she faced, and touching off a storm of
interest in girls baseball in Japan, where the game
is already offered on the high school and collegiate
levels.

Korea announced the government was putting
more funds into growing its baseball programs for
both boys and girls, and no less than eight nations
placed bids to host the 2010 Women'’s Baseball

World Cup. Then this past week in Bayonne, New
Jersey, 12-year-old Mackenzie Brown threw a
perfect game...the first by a girl in Little League...
and received national attention in the United States.

Another interesting development will take place
later this week, on Sunday, May 3, when the first
baseball game in over 100 years played entirely

by college-eligible women'’s student-athletes,
assembled from over 10 New England colleges and
universities, will be held at Springfield College in
Springfield, Massachusetts. The game is believed
by historians to be the first all-women'’s college
baseball game since a game between Georgia
College and Alabama College in March of 1900.

“Baseball is a game for all, and over 250,000 girls
play the game through their early teens in the
United States alone,” said game organizer Justine
Siegel, who serves as associate head coach at
Springfield College, the only female coach in
collegiate baseball. “We think this game will serve
as a small sample that if given the opportunity,
many young women would continue playing
recreationally and competitively in high school and
as adults, not just in the United States but around
the world.”

The game, dubbed, “The Friendship Game,”

will have over 25 players from at least 12 New
England colleges and will be played on a regulation
diamond, follow all NCAA baseball rules, and last
seven innings. Among the participants will be
Karen Costes, who played for Team USA in 2008
and Christal Fitzgerald, an Australian who was the
first international female to play college baseball
in the US and is currently the only woman playing
college baseball, now in her third season at Daniel
Webster College.

IBAF Releases First-Ever Women’s
World Rankings

Extracted from IBAF eNews August 12, 2009

AUSANNE, Switzerland — The International Baseball Federation debuted its Women’s World
Rankings on Wednesday, with Japan, the United States and Canada rounding out the top-3.

The rankings coincide with the federation’s continued push to grow women’s baseball worldwide and
with its positioning to include a women’s component in its bid for reinstatement in 2016. Baseball

is among seven sports up for vote on Thursday, wherein the International Olympic Committee’s
Executive Committee will shortlist the group to two sports. The selected sports will then be voted
upon in October for inclusion in the 2016 Olympic Programme.

The initial Women’s World Rankings are based solely upon results from past IBAF Baseball World
Cups. While the logic behind the women'’s rankings is similar to that of the men’s — only IBAF
sanctioned or recognised tournaments featuring a lineup exclusively of national teams (no club teams
or semi-professional teams) will be considered — one main difference is that they will be inclusive of
the three most recent IBAF Women'’s Baseball World Cups (men’s include two at the most). Points
for these events will be weighed based on the most recent World Cup finishes, with the 2008 World
Cup receiving the most points, 2006 the next most and 2004 the least.

The complete IBAF Women’s World Rankings are listed below:

. Japan (180.00)

. United States (160.00)
. Canada (140.00)

. Australia (100.00)

. Chinese Taipei (80.00)
Korea (30.00)

Hong Kong (23.40)
Cuba (20.10)

India (20.00)
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The 11th National Games of the People's

Republic of China
REB  “EFAFETA+TAEZTNR

. . Finals: 16 to 28 October 2009
www.11th-games.org.cn/
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Philippine Sluggers

Filipino Women's Baseball Team

in Hong Kong

ast December, Mr. Philip Li, Chairman of HKBA,
met Mr. Alejandrino A. Vicente, Consul-General
or the Philippine Consulate General in Hong
Kong, at the Hong Kong 2008 BFA "A" Baseball
Championship opening ceremony and proposed to
set up baseball team for the domestic Filipinos as
to join the local baseball league.

fficial meeting was held few months later and

the Consulate General of the Philippines, was
glad to have this opportunity. Mr. Li helped get
baseball equipments from the International Baseball
Association (IBAF) for the Philippine team. IBAF
sent its prompt response donating a set of baseball
equipments to the Filipino women's baseball team
as aresule.

N ow, the Team has nearly 40 players and two
voluntary coaches, they are enjoying the

practise and game on every Sunday.

What a remarkable success.

From left) Miss Lorena Joy P. Banagodos - Vice Consul, Miss
Cecil C. Elleran - Philippine Sluggers Team Leader, Miss Kira
Christianne R. Danganan-Azucena - Deputy Consul General,
Mr. Philip Li - HKBA Chairman, and HKBA Vice Chairmen -
Mr. Allan Mak and Mr. Fang Ka-wor.

Photos:Leung Kam-hung (R5:%)

Handover Ceremony of Baseball Equipments
and Flag Presentation to Hong Kong "AA" Team
on 9 Aug 2009 in Sai Tso Wan Baseball Field.

JOINAG3S ALINNWINOD
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SSPBC Summer Camp

g T ) 15 B,
&t =15 B3 gw_
E?éﬁ!fh‘gaf: &ggﬁt{ﬁ

Ei=tfx ges Y7 p

0% 57 g P
3 .tas. 315 B Yok

T 49§ -1 i gf‘!a -
a.vim_..ﬁfﬁféi-f 3
3.’ 4 g0y fn ok &
Limw s B

W27 Anthony  ggr

i

-

o

EroiRmamht {i=4

AR 1o+

%it : KRR
“BERXEAIE

AFE Bryan 9%

duwred Jowwns 08dSss



BASEBALL TALK BY REX WAN

" ERRR A
FhinAiFeAl - PRRkiEE

PR

MRGEH—REE  FEAMEELLEREESNE
MEFABER  HECHERARRESR  BREESE
& BEEAESNRRRE  RENE - =BT BTS
ESRERES - FARARDE @ BHEERMERAS
IR - —EEFARRN - BABRLEEESERA
TARAT - EEBBIEARER - FT—REBERR
HEmeE TEMN, — T BETHD o

FERA R

HAA—AUBRSHEINERESE  BEMREE -

1. IR

FARR—ERPNETF - BFEEEN - BREEER
ANBERENBE - Btk EEBNIERS o B thEE
BBV RRKMATHEN TER, - £E FER
REg ~ TEERRE, ~ TER7, 0 FAER BRE
WURHEBEEIUNG

2 e S
P8 S RAH—RINES S —SEHNHEES
RN EE RRARE LPRREEE  BAERAT
AEE - TXRHERE ° T - RAMERER 528
RATHEARHE AT - AL

TEEHHELEENKE R LEFHBET TRIFK (Foul ball) s
B (Foul Tip) s HEBHBHIRITRELLIAF o

IR AERER

RETHRBE(REEST) WENFHREREANR
BR—ZABEZRNITE  ELLEDE P REERRE
B (Major League) MIEZRTF - —EAK » EHILIRE
HEE . AAZEBT »

TAAGR—EABERESR - HEREERENA - DB
B ARBRRIR CATREY » KRBRARRE
o mhEY - ARADAEAAZEANEREAR - 8
HRER - AT REERENET - JREERTREN
W - BISTEIREL - 2R PEE - BRE LERAR
—KER BEESE 2R -

BXR  EREEERLEANZBECT » IRERE AR
B RREDREAE  FEARRE - HERE 1
HRE  KRBRBLRREF.

BERENRRE - MAKFNE - JLURER—F -

LEREI2ER BB TEEHOTZAN B RFIH kR T HE

Rookies

HENEE  —ERERER "M Touch' (A" HR
TR') BH2 BEEERMARELT RS —BRRERE
= I

MRMBEE RER"EBNHRREIR - BERIVENRE
"Rookies’ » BN EB R —IIRREBE - W —ArAAMEAMATE

@

2 BIBIE - EREERNIE  LRFRRERZ -
BERE—(EREMEHEBEMNMER  BREMKES
BETRE  FREEERT  MERBERNEAR - BF
REWSE  HBWERLHIIRE s Z2FRIMFRNS 0 R
ERBNERTF  BMERESRZSBEESERENES
7% (DH, Designated Hitter) » FTE LLEIBRE 0 A—T2 2
MRS - ERNEREE o

REEMN EARERE"  MI5ENow TV #FH » 2F 2
"Rookies BEMAE" ©

LR TR TRIRIGEEVOE - TETTRI S

OneOuts ¥BEHzE,
BASHENEE  EEE RN AEREE
RUMGEBRE  MELSEWAEY  FH#IAHF > G5
BEBNEIRAOEEZR |

—WLE - EASR—ERT  —RRESRERNE
F - MERERA110-120kmfhr - ERAA - ERERPE
BRNWERE - BREMIUEBED - ERERFHR
F FRRMEER —BXEE - WUEFAL B8
HERFRRE S o

B ZE OneOuts » HERAATAMIEE Y —Hiris 3|
Y OneQuts& 4 :

TANFS A SNNERE  IRTARERTH

B /IR thALEsEE - BMRA—D MBI
5FE o

BEEMERT  ASEESR D E—FHBERR
TR FRAE  BRER2.73.

WA 5M x 27 (HiE ) = 135M

KDBEXAT 2.7 x 50M = 135M

135M - 135M = $0

IR#FOneOuts &Y » FLERMEPRRRFHRTH—E
s EREEHE—MNERFEBERIFNGH  BAR
TARRTUEGRERTERKAR ? RHEEE 2 ER
I |

FARL  FABKERECS  REHBRELHEERER
B59.008 7 BRRAAIE ?

BEBATPNRBEM  TATS  AURFRAR
o EREAER SARFRE2E  SR—AFHEY
FEE608  ARR—ERRAEE 1008 - MR LTDH
BILLEBRE ? ZRREBNEZ DR ?

REBMABRENE
MRS - HEFH
oz E AR AT LR AR
—& USHE, - A
BENESEERE
ENETERANEN
ERECHRIFHER
YRS o

FX MR THEBES,  http://hkbasebal I. blogspot. com/

NVM X34 A9 MTVL T1vda3asvd



UNIVERSITY CHAMPIONSHIP

5th World University Baseball
Championship

Tokyo, Japan - July 29th to August 8th, 2010

Organizer: International University Sports Federation (FISU)
www.fisu.net

One men's tournament of 12 teams
selected by the Executive Committee

Participation

Each country selected is authorised to enter:
- one (1) team of twenty two (22) players.

he countries participating in the Baseball
tournament must bring with their delegation
and at their own cost:

- one (1) international IBAF umpire.

elegation

Each country is authorised to enter a
maximum of twenty seven (27) persons of whom
twenty two (22) may be competitors and five (5)
officials.

ge Brackets
The competitors must be born between
January 1st, 1982 and December 31st, 1992.

eadlines For Entries
General Entries: 29.01.2010
Quantitative Entries: 29.04.2010
Prepayment Deposit Date (2,500 €): 01.03.2010
Judges Entries: 29.04.2010
Nominative Entries: 29.06.2010

Organizing Committee

All Japan University Baseball Federation
www.wubc2010.jp
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Come out swinging

Baseball is building a keen following in the city, but its
future could be hampered by a dearth of fields

Writer: Elaine Yau, Reporter of Education Post, South China Morning Post

g Wing-sum's team
N were in the fifth inning
and they had two outs

against their rivals when the
fielder on first base pulled off a
double play with a teammate.
Their feat spelled sweet victory
for the players from HKTA
Shun Yeung Primary. For the
first time, a team from Hong
Kong beat one from Taiwan at
the annual Jhu-luo Shan Cup
regional championships.

"It's one of my best performances
ever. | will remember the
moment forever," 11-year-old
Wing-sum says of their triumph
last December at the tournament
in Taiwan, which drew about 100
primary school-age teams from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan and
South Korea.

"Although we didn't get any
overall ranking at the end, our
3-1 victory against the Taiwanese
team was unprecedented,"

says Jack Lai Man-chee, the
curriculum development officer
in charge of the team.

Baseball may have got off to

a later start than other sports
here (the Hong Kong Baseball
Association was formed only in
1993), but it is gaining popularity
at different levels across the
community.

Ten primary schools and five
secondary schools now field
their own teams, in addition to

Ng Wing-sum and Wan Chuk-yam of the Shun Yeung Primary School team (top)

four international schools.

At St Bonaventure Catholic
Primary School, which set up a
baseball team last year, physical
education teacher Lam Wai-choi
says the sport has been very
effective in developing team
spirit among the pupils.

"While a star basketball or
soccer player can dominate a
game, every player in a baseball
team has to work closely with
each other while performing well
on their own to win the game,"
he says.

In Tin Shui Wai, some
youngsters at the Queen
Elizabeth School Old Students'
Association Tong Kwok Wah

22)

Secondary School were so
keen they lobbied their principal
for a year to set up a baseball
team. Last summer, they finally
got their wish - not only did
students get the go-ahead, the
school spent about HK$3,000
on subsidies for sports gear and
employing a part-time coach for
the team.

Teachers were touched by their
persistence and passion for the
sport.

"They kept up their appeals

for a year before we granted
their request," says physical
education teacher Li Ka-yi. "We
originally turned them down

as there were already a lot of
sports teams at our school. But

JdNlv3d
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they promised to run everything
themselves and treasure every
practice opportunity. We
finally gave in because of their
sincerity."

Training sessions offered by the
baseball association are in such
demand that it often has to turn
people away, says its chairman,
Philip Li Wing-kuen.

The association gets about
HK$3 million in government
funding each year to

organise training courses and
competitions, including the Open
League for adults and the Hong
Kong Baseball Association Cup
for eight-to 15-year-olds. Last
year, it ran 22 training courses
for 678 people aged 13 and
above, more than double the
nine sessions offered a decade
ago.

The number of community-
based teams has also grown.

"Eight districts now have their
own baseball teams compared
with only two districts [Sha Tin
and Kwun Tong] a decade ago,"
says Li. "But because of the
shortage of venues, we have to
turn away some teams which
apply for registration [with the
association]."

Only registered teams can enter
city-level competitions organised
by the association.

Although they were formed just
six months ago, the Buccaneers
from Causeway Bay are an

emerging force among teams
competing at the community
level.

Their captain, Bobby Tam
Chung-wun, says he formed the
team of 15 aged between 16
and 36 when his school team
was disbanded after their coach
left.

"l posted notices to recruit
players in online forums and
many people showed an interest
in joining," says 16-year-old
Chung-wun, who took up the
sport three years ago. The
Buccaneers, who practise at the
football pitch in Happy Valley,
plan to enter the Kwun Tong
Brothers Baseball Championship
at year's end.

The Filipino community is also
fielding a team: the Pilipino
Sluggers, an all-female group of
35, was set up recently with help
from the Philippine consulate.

"It turns out many domestic
helpers played the sport in

their home country and the
consulate's recruitment received
an overwhelming response,”
says Li. "We are planning to

do the same with Indonesian
helpers."

However, development of the
sport is severely hampered
by the lack of proper baseball
pitches.

"There is just one standard
ballpark - at the Sai Tso Wan
Recreation Ground in Nam Tin -

2¢)

for the entire city, while there are
football pitches and basketball
courts everywhere," Li says.

There is also only one school

in Hong Kong with a dedicated
pitch - Shun Yeung, which has a
junior-size ballpark.

"Our talks with the Hong Kong
Schools Sports Federation to
organise an open league for
secondary students fell apart
because of the venue problem,"
says Li.

At Lee Yat Ngok Memorial
School, which fielded a team

for the Hong Kong Little League
games in 2007, physical
education teacher Lam Man-wa
says the Sai Tso Wan ballpark is
almost impossible to book.

Eight districts now have
their own baseball teams
compared with only two a
decade ago

Philip Li, HKBA Chairman

"Youth teams can use football
pitches for practice, but they
have to clear people off
surrounding running tracks

for every session [for safety].
Coupled with the priority given
to football teams, we don't have
much chance to book the public
pitches," he says.

Until the government invests

in a few public ballparks, a
newly opened indoor baseball
centre in Diamond Hill may give

Tse Yau-hung (above left), owner of the Unique indoor baseball centre, where patrons can polish their skills.
Photos: David Wong

enthusiasts a chance to put in
some extra practice.

Occupying a 6,000 sq ft space
in a former factory building,
Baseball Two Unique is modelled
on Taiwanese indoor pitches.
One minute at the batting zone,
taking a crack at a round of 15
balls, costs HK$10. For the
same price, hirers can make 12
pitches at a nine-square grid in
the pitching zone.

The lack of open space
precludes fly balls and home
runs, but owner Tse Yau-hung
says it's popular with players
who want to hone their pitching
and batting skills.

"Because of height restrictions,
players in an indoor venue
can't practise fielding and
double plays. However, he

can concentrate on pitching
curveballs, sliders and fastballs,
polishing his pitching skills," he
says.

Tse's daughter, Kam-wai, 11,
has also become a baseball

fan. Swinging hard at a volley of
balls from a machine, she says

training inside a batting cage
can help improve her posture.

"l took up the sport last year
after | grew tired of kendo.
Repeated batting helps me
maintain a straight back and
master a proper swing at the
waist," she says.

Tse, who plays for Wong Tai
Sin-based team Mars, hopes
his centre will help attract more
young people to take up the
sport.

"We are liaising with baseball
coaches and plan to organise
training sessions for local
schools. My main targets aren't
seasoned players but those who
have yet to get a taste of the
game. Many of my customers
don't know anything about the
game, so | show them the basic
steps," he says.

"There are also office workers
who come for batting to vent
their stress after being cooped
up in a glassed-in environment
all day."

@
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HKBA EVENTS CALENDAR

Hong Kong Baseball Association Annual Events Calendar
for the year of 2009-2010 (1.4.2009~31.3.2010)
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BFA = Basebal| Federation of Asia
LCSD = Leisure and Cultural Services Department

TPE = Taipei Baseball Committee
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8th Asian Cup

Qualifying Game for the 2009 PONY Basebal| Asia Pacific Zone Championship
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2009 PONY Baseball Asia Pacific Zone Bronco Division Championship
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Women's Basebal | Clinic by the Heisei Kokusai University Women's Baseball Team
St EFRIRRERADTEEE

2009 ERTMEPEREEEEE

BFA Congress

IBAF Congress

Taipei International "AA" Baseball Invitational Tournament 2009
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Junior Baseball Exchange Program by the Wakayama High School Basebal| Federation
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"Phoenix Cup 2010" Hong Kong International Women's Basebal | Tournament
2009/2010FEREEHARERAA) FR
BRGEHEGEBERS

ARG RETREE:

BFA Executive Committee Meeting
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HKBA = Hong Kong Baseball Association
PONY = PONY Baseball
WHBF = Wakayama High School Baseball Federation
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IBAF = International Basebal| Federation
SF&OC = Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
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2009 Bronco Baseball Asia-Pacific Zone Tournament
19~23 July 2009 Seoul, Korea
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