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. IBAF plans to add women's
'\Imguém& baseball to the Olympic

Programme

The IBAF will look to add a women's
discipline to the 2016 Olympic
Programme.

IBAF Web News on 7 April 2009

LAUSANNE, Switzerland -- The International Baseball
Federation (IBAF) today announced that it is moving
forward with an addendum to its original submission to
the International Olympic Committee, which will propose
to add baseball as a women'’s discipline for the 2016
games. The addendum is expected to be submitted to
the 10C no later than May 1, 20009.

“There has been a great amount of talk about adding
women’s baseball over the past year, but recently the
growth of the sport in places where baseball is already
popular, as well as the request by new federations to
increase the number of young girls playing in baseball,
has led us to move ahead and amend our 2016
proposal,” said Dr. Harvey W. Schiller, President, IBAF.
“We have shown that baseball is a sport for all, and the
addition of a women'’s discipline for the Olympics...which
will take the place of our women’s World Cup in
2016...only further illustrates that point.”

Currently over 30 of the IBAF's 128 member Federations
have a full discipline for women, although almost all have
combined programs for boys and girls through at least
age ten. The addition of women’s discipline would likely
double the number of federations offering a full women’s
discipline in the next year, and will increase the number
of countries eligible for the Women’s World Cup in 2010.
The Women’s Baseball World Cup was held in Japan
in 2008, with the host country defeating Canada in the
final before a near-capacity crowd. The host of the 2010
World Cup will be announced in the coming months, with
no less than eight nations interested in hosting the event.

The IBAF is also in the process of finalizing a committee
of sports executives who will work specifically on the
growth of the women’s discipline worldwide. The
committee will include Sandra Monteiro, the president
of Baseball Portugal, as well as Andre Lachance of
Baseball Canada and others. The IBAF has also
received very enthusiastic support on the issue from
both Major League Baseball in the United States and the
Japanese Professional Leagues.

Currently over 500,000 young women play baseball
around the world, with the number growing exponentially
every year. Two weeks ago, Eri Yoshida became the
first female to pitch in Japanese professional baseball,
striking out the first batter she faced and touching off an
immediate growth of young Japanese women interested
in baseball.

Updated: March 27, 2009

OSAKA, Japan -- Japan's first female professional
baseball player made her debut Friday, striking out one
batter in the ninth inning.

Eri Yoshida, a 17-year-old who throws a sidearm
knuckleball, took the mound during Kobe 9 Cruise's 5-0
season-opening win over the Osaka Gold Villicanes in
the newly formed Kansai Independent League.

The 5-foot, 114-pounder walked the first batter leading
off the inning on four pitches and allowed a stolen base
before striking out the next batter swinging at Osaka
Dome. She was then replaced after facing two batters.

"l wasn't thinking about anything other than just going out
there and giving it my all," said Yoshida, who is hoping to
stick with the Kobe team. "I think this was a bad result
but the stadium is great and the fans were really cheering
me on. | want to be able to pitch more innings and
become a pitcher who can be relied upon.”

Yoshida created a stir when she signed a contract in
December. Some speculated the move was more of a
publicity stunt to generate interest in the new league.
There were 11,592 fans in the 45,000-seat stadium
Friday.

Yoshida started playing baseball when she was in second
grade and hopes to emulate Red Sox knuckleballer Time
Wakefield.

Until now, no woman had played against men in Japan.
A women's professional baseball federation was
established in 1950 but it stopped after two seasons.

The Cruise and the other three teams in the Kansai
league are more like farm teams and are a far cry from
Japan's mainstream pro teams.

Eri Yoshida , Japanese girl, 17,
K's 1 in debut

Reported by: The Associated Press
(http://sports.espn.go.com/mlb/news/)

The="U=T4 0

bhEER

AP Photo/Kyodo News

Visit the official website of Kobe 9
Cruise for the season's news.
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Lam Tsun Yin
Hong Kong "A" Team Player

| had experienced an unforgettable Christmas Holiday to end my year of 2008...

On 5" December 2008 | was chosen to join the Hong Kong 1A baseball team to represent Hong Kong to participate in
the Hong Kong 2008 BFA “A” Baseball Championship. | was so happy and am proud of being one of the players of the
team.

At the beginning, the training sounded tough to me, as | had never had such a toilsome training, but finally | could cope
with and enjoyed it. And | trusted my playing skill was being upgraded.

There were total 8 teams participated this tournament. They were Japan, Korea, China, Chinese Taipei, Pakistan,
Indonesia, Philippines and Hong Kong team of course. Through joining this tournament, | gained a lot of valuable
experience and made international friendship with players of the other teams. In addition, | could scope the technique
of our competitors. Although the competitors were so formidable, my team players and | did try our very best to
perform.

I am looking forward to participate this tournament again after two years. | wish | could meet these teams again.
Meanwhile, | will do my best to practice hard and hopefully we could be the champion team next time.

Janice Leung (RiE#)
Hong Kong "A" Team Player (No. 14)

After representing Hong Kong to compete in the Hong
Kong BFA “A” Baseball Championship, | gained a lot of
experience on different skills in baseball during the four
matches we played in. | think it is very exciting to face
different countries baseball team and compete with

them. It was very fun to interact with the other players
and also to learn more about the way they play baseball.
Even though we did not win the matches, | still had a
lot of fun competing in the matches. 1 think it is what
you learned in the match that counts and not the score
because you cannot learn much from it.

Ms Joanne Fu, Chief Leisure Manager of Leisure and Cultural Services Department presented
souvenir to Mr. Ding Chang-qing (left), Team Leader of China and Jin Jin (right), player of Korea

Team.

Mr. Philip Li, Chairman of HKBA, presented souvenir to Mr.
Andrew Wong, OBE, JP (left), Honorary Advisor of HKBA

Mr. Laurence Lee, President of HKBA, presented souvenir to Mr. Yang Chia-chun (left), Managing
Director of Chung Hwa Travel Service and Mr. Hector C. Navasero (right), Team Leader of
Philippines.

and Mr. Alejandrino A. Vicente (right), Consul-General of

the Philippines Consulate General.

BRERT (Oscar)
BB A"KKREEE (558) I

ERRBEAREE A" HE X AERIWOBEFER
B BRTREUN - FREERREEDEAREKNIE
BEFERENLE - B BERESE2NTY - B
ARERIERRNAE - REHES NAZLUREEHEN
REBLE -

Mr. Alex Huang, former Vice-President of
Baseball Federation of Asia, presented souvenir
to Mr. Harry Trisnadi (upper), Team Leader
of Indonesia, Mr. Syed Shah (middle), Team
Leader of Pakistan and Mr. Lin Yung-seng
(lower), Vice Team Leader of Chinese Taipei.
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"Phoenix Cup 2009" -- Hong Kong International Women's Baseball
Tournament was an international invitational game after its debut one held
last year. Six teams from Australia, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, Japan,
Korea and North America came to play at the Tournament.

The officiating guests and VIPs attended Opening Ceremony of the Phoenix
Cup 2009 were Mr. Bernard Chan, the Honorary President of the Hong Kong
Baseball Association, Mr. Jonathan McKinley, Deputy Secretary for Home
Affairs, Home Affairs Bureau of the Hong Kong SAR Government, Mr. Pang
Chung, Secretary General of Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong
Kong, China, Mr. David Livingstone, Acting Consul-General of Australia, Mr.
Shigekazu Sato, Ambassador and Consul-General of Japan, Mr. Seok Tong-youn,
Consul-General of Korea, Mr. Joseph Donovan Jr., Consul General of United
States of America, Mr. Yang Chia-chun, Managing Director of Chung Hwa Travel
Service; Miss Ginia Lam of Leisure and Cultural Services Department, Dr. Katherine
Yau and Miss Grace Lee, Honorary Advisors of Hong Kong Baseball Association.

Mr. Bernard Chan and Mr. Jonathan McKinley delivered their speeches and Mr. Philip &
Li, Chairman of the Hong Kong Baseball Association, expressed his vote of thanks on
behalf of the Hong Kong Baseball Association.

Mr. Jonathan McKinley, Deputy Secretary for Home

Affairs of Home Affair Bureau, presented souvenir to :

1. Mr. David Livingstone , Acting Consul-General of
Australian Consulate-General in Hong Kong, China

2. Mr. Shigekazu Sato, Consul-General, Consulate-
General of Japan in Hong Kong

3. Mr. Joseph R. Donovan Jr., Consul General
Consulate General of the United States, Hong Kong

4. Mr. Seok Tong-Youn, Consul General Consulate
General of the Republic of Korea in Hong Kong

5. Mr. Yang Chia-chun, Managing Director of Chung
Hwa Travel Service

Mr. Bernard Chan, GBS, JP, Honorary
President of Hong Kong Baseball
Association delivered his speech.

Team Awards

Championship Japan - Far East Bloomers

1st Runner-up North America — North American Liberty Belles
2nd Runner-up  Taiwan — Kapok Flowers

2 4th Place Korea — TOP

B 6L 5th Place Australia — Aussie Hearts

6th Place Hong Kong — Allies

Individual Awards

Most Hits Taylor McKay, Aussie Hearts, Australia (6 Hits)
Best Pitcher Shino Kokubo, Far East Bloomers, Japan
Best Coach Kimie Nakayama, Far East Bloomers, Japan
1 Most Valuable Player

Kitty Au, Allies, Hong Kong
Taylor McKay, Aussie Hearts, Australia
Kang Hyo Sun, TOP, Korea
. ERHER, Kapok Flowers, Taiwan
J Jill Bianco, North American Liberty Belles, North America
Kazuho Nimi, Far East Bloomers, Japan

Mr. Pang Chung, Honorary Secretary General of Sports
Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China,
presented souvenir to the teams' representatives.

Mr. Philip Li, Chairman of Hong Kong Baseball Association, presented
souvenir to Mr. Liao Wen-ching (upper), Head of Umpire Department, Chinese
Taipei Baseball Association; Dr. Katherine Yau (middle) and Ms Grace Lee
(lower), Honorary Advisor and Honorary Legal Advisor of Hong Kong Baseball
Association respectively.
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Hyoram Kang
Captain of Korea “TOP”

Thank you for inviting our team to the 2009 Phoenix Cup. This was the second year our team has participated in this
tournament.

Our team has practiced hard for one year to prepare for this Phoenix Cup, and we were able to reach 4th place. The
tournament committee has helped us a lot since last year when times were tough because of the exchange rate and
personal situations of some of our players. Our entire team is so grateful to the committee. Also, we want to thank you
for providing a chance for players from 6 different countries to come
together and enjoy the sport that they love.

This year's tournament was as joyful as always. If possible, we'd love
to be able to continue our relationship with this special tournament
next year. So please keep us in mind for next year!

Lastly, the our Korean team wants everybody involved in the 2009
Phoenix Cup to know that we love you dearly.

Rob Novotny
Team Leader

"The Aussie Hearts once again enjoyed visiting Hong
Kong very much. We say thank you to the HKBA for
doing an excellent job hosting the tournament. The
Phoenix Cup is a wonderful event for promoting goodwill
around international women's baseball. The level of play
grows better each year...as do the friendships.

See you in 2010.

Overseas umpires from Australia and Chinese Taipei.
1. Mark Gooding

2. Janine Thompson

3. Tseng Wen-yen

4. Liu Po-chun
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Certificate of Appreciation
“Phoenix Cup 2009” Hong Kong International

Women'’s Baseball Tournament
14 February to 17 February 2009 Hong Kong

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Cecilia Cheuk Suk-man
Emily Fung Siu-ping
Joyce Ngai Ho-yan
Kitty Au Kit-yi
Marco Chan Ka-yan
Sinney Cheuk Woon-yee
Tiffany Chan Hoi-yan
Vivien Cheung Wai-yee
Wong Mei-kam
Yeung Kit-ling
Yvonne Lam Yee-wan

UMPIRES

Chinese Taipei Baseball Association
Liao Wen-ching
Tseng Wen-yen
Liu Po-chun

Australia
Mark Gooding
Janine Thompson

Hong Kong
Alexander Chan
Chan Yat-chung
Jimmy Chan Yiu-hung
John Cheng Yi-yan
Cheung On-kiu
Raymond Cheung
Tiger Cheung Wing-yan
Chiu Pak-siu
Hung Tsoe-kong
William Kwok Man-tak
Kwok Pak-wai
Pazu Lai Wai-tat
Lau Chi-wa
Percy Lau Tze-yeung
Law Kiu-wing
Leung Wai-hung

Ng Chi-ming

Tsui Siu-moon

Wong Chui-tim

Jonathan Wong Ki

Wong Kwok-keung
Susanna Wong Lin-kwan
Wong Mei-kam

Wong Wa-lok

Wong Wan-lim

SCORERS
Arnold Cheung Ho-hin
Walace Leung Wing-hong
Tang Suk-yee
Tong Yin-man
Angel Tsang Pui-wan
Amy Tsang Wai-yee
Rex Wan Kam-kwan

I.T. SUPPORT
David Wong
Masanori Miyoshi
Brian Leung
Patrick Tso

VOLUNTARY HELPERS
Amy Wong Yung-wah
Chan Kai-ming
Chan Sau-kuen
Hung Tjoe-kong
Kam Shun-wah
Karson Cheung
Kwok Pui-yee
Lucci Lugee Liyeung
Masanori Miyoshi
Stephen Cheung
Tong Yin-man
Toni Kingston Ip
Tse Denise Choi-wing
Wong Lai-fung
Wong Man-ting
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By Ryan Landolt

“Well that's just great. | defended this guy for so long.”
Those are the first thoughts that went through my head
when it came out last month that Alex Rodriguez had
used steroids. Now | really want to know who the other
103 names are on that “anonymous” positive test list, but
I guess they won't be made public (at least not yet). You
know what really gets me upset though? It's not that the
game has been tainted in any way. Sure, it's a shame
that all the records that | had memorized as a kid no
longer stand...

Most Home Runs (season)

1. Roger Maris — 61 home runs in 1961
2. Babe Ruth — 60 home runs in 1927
3. Babe Ruth — 59 home runs in 1921

Most Home Runs (career)

1. Hank Aaron — 755 home runs

2. Babe Ruth — 714 home runs

3. Willie Mays — 660 home runs

4. Frank Robinson — 586 home runs

| don't even bother memorizing the new ones because
they happen too often, but now that the steroid era is
most likely over | guess | can start paying attention to
which records need an asterisk*.

No, the thing that really gets under my skin is that
| should have been taking steroids all these years.
Anyone who knows me personally knows that | lost
my hair prematurely, | still get acne, and I've been
known to fly into fits of rage when people piss me off. |
already suffer from the side effects of steroids, but | only
played up to high school baseball. If | had been juicing
up since | was 15, | just might have made it to the big
leagues! Now, | know | wouldn’t have been as good as
A-Rod. He’s still one of the most talented players ever.
| wouldn’t be making US$25 million a year, but | would
have been making at least US$250k per year — maybe
even a million. Then I'd write a book about how | felt the
pressure to perform and how steroids “ruined” my life and
I'd make a few more million from selling the movie rights.
Oh, the ignorance of youth...

So since it's too late for me, what do we do now? Does
baseball need to be “saved”? | think there are a lot of

How to Save Baseball

ryanhkbaseball@gmail.com

things that are a lot more important than baseball going
on in the world right now, but baseball is important to
me personally, and it has always helped the national
psyche of the United States get through tough times. In
that way it is important. Buy what can be done to restore
credibility to the game and keep it from turning into WWF
wrestling? | thought you might ask, so I'm going to tell
you.

1. Get Rid of Bud Selig

| get annoyed every time | hear this guy talk about how
baseball has to get tough with steroid users. This is the
same guy who turned a blind eye for a decade until the
problem became so prevalent that the credibility of the
entire game came into question. Yes, the owners made
a lot of money for a long time (don't forget Selig used
to own a minor league team — and by that | mean the
Brewers — they were so horrible that they had to move
to the National League just to compete). The home
runs were flying out of the new little league-sized parks
(Camden Yards, Rangers Ballpark in Arlington...), and
attendance was way up. So can you blame him for
wanting to avoid dealing with the steroid problem?

The answer is yes. Any decent leader should have
had the foresight to know that these short-term gains
were eventually going to kill the game. Major League
Baseball needs to get rid of Bud Selig and replace
him with a Kenesaw
Mountain Landis-type**
person who will take
bold actions to restore
at least a semblance of
integrity to the game. I'm
not saying that all steroid
users should be banned
from the game for life.
We would probably have
to go back to 8 teams in
each league if that were
the case. But there should

Kenesaw Mountain Landis: Rules are rules.
http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/kenesaw-mountain-lands-hof.jpg

By Ryan Landolt

definitely be an asterisk placed next to any record set by
any player who has tested positive for steroids. And yes,
they should be banned from the Hall of Fame. It is Bud
Selig who should be banned from baseball.

2. Raise the mound back to
15 inches and stop making
tiny stadiums

The year 1969 was the end of an era in baseball. That
was the year that the pitcher's mound was lowered from
15 inches to the current height of 10 inches. Pitchers
like Sandy Koufax and Bob Gibson dominated in the
1960s and the lowering of the mound became a serious
disadvantage to all pitchers. Add the expansion teams
of the 1970s and the previously mentioned tiny new
baseball parks, and you have a recipe for a whole lot of
hitting. Don’t get me wrong; home runs are great. There’s
nothing like them. They're just more exciting if they mean
something. | don’'t need to see six per game. Unlike
soccer, a 1-0 baseball game is exciting. Baseball must
focus on pitching in the new post-steroid era.

B e 0

<

ryanhkbaseball@gmail.com

3. The Red Sox have to go
back to being losers

The year 2004 really turned the baseball world on it's
head. The Red Sox won the World Series and 86 years
of certainty was no more. Now, I'm personally torn here
because | respect John Henry professionally. | would
love to work for him (not with the Red Sox, but with his
investment firm). But | just can't stand the Boston Red
Sox or their fans. | love the city of Boston. It's a great
American city with lots of history. So to steal a line from
Jon Stewart and the Daily Show, it's not that the city of
New York is better than the city of Boston. Those are just
buildings and streets. It's that the people of New York are
better than the people of Boston. Most of the Boston fans
| know are just plain dumbasses.

So | plead with John W. Henry. Please give us back
our certainty. The Red Sox are supposed to lose. Not
just lose, but lose painfully. They have to get really,
really close every 15 years or so and then just blow it
monumentally. They are supposed to give every little
Boston boy an inferiority complex that stays with them
for life — especially when they go to New York to work.
Oh, those were the days. The choice is yours Mr. Henry.
You can be selfish and continue your winning ways. Or
you can leave Boston, let the Red Sox slip back to being
a laughable bunch of losers, and help save the great
American game.

From this:

Carlton Fisk winning game 6 of the 1975 World Series. Guess what? They lost Game 7
http:/graphics.boston.com/bonzai-fba/Globe_Photo/2008/10/17/fiskhr_1224252753_7257.jpg
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How to Save Baseball

By Ryan Landolt
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Please send all comments, questions, love and hate mail
to ryanhkbaseball@gmail.com

*For all my Chinese readers, this “*" is an asterisk.

**Again for my Chinese readers, Kenesaw Mountain
Landis was the first Commissioner of Baseball who
banned the 1919 White Sox for accepting money
from gamblers to lose the World Series on purpose.
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http://www.sportsofboston.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/
2008/04/267804937_5d40215ca4_b.jpg
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In conclusion, | must say that there is no real quick

way to fix or save baseball. The internationalization of
the game is a good start. There are more non-English
speakers playing than ever before and that is a good
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thing. As | write this, the second World Baseball Classic
is just getting underway. By the time you read this, China
will probably have been eliminated, but | hope not.
| went to Shenzhen not too long ago and played against
a Chinese high school team. They were good. It was the
best competition I've played against since high school. =
| didn’t get to play enough. | wish | could have played 10 et w R
games that weekend. My thanks to the Long Zhu High Y
School (BEX% & &) players and coaches. | definitely
want to go there more. (They have access to an actual
baseball field — unlike most teams in Hong Kong). The
future for Chinese and international baseball is bright.
With a little effort baseball just may be saved after all.
Just keep them off the juice.
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Hong Kong Baseball Association Annual Events Calendar
for the year of 2009-2010 (1.4.2009~31.3.2010)
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BFJ = Baseball Federation of Japan
LCSD = Leisure and Cultural Services Department
TPE = Taipei Baseball Committee

10. 11~ 2009. 10. 23

12.24~2009.12. 27
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8th Asian Cup
2009/2010F E 2B EIRARE B THA) FHE
Qualification Game for the 2009 PONY Basebal | Asia Pacific Zone Championship
20th World Children's Baseball Fair
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2009 PONY Baseball Asia Pacific Zone Bronco Division Championship
2009 PONY Baseball Asia Pacific Zone Pony Division Championship
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25th Asian Championship
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8th BFA "AAA" Basebal | Championship
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Taipei International "AA" Baseball Invitational Tournament 2009
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BFA Congress

IBAF Congress
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BFA Executive Committee Meeting
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"Phoenix Cup" Hong Kong International Women's Baseball Tournament

HKBA = Hong Kong Baseball Association
PONY = PONY Basebal |
WCBF = World Children's Baseball Foundation
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IBAF = International Baseball Federation
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SF&OC = Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China
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