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Great Moments in Baseball History
New York Mets vs Boston Red Sox October25,1986

Ryan Landolt, Dragonflies Baseball Club (HK)

Playing baseball in Hong
Kong has been one of the
best things about my time
living here. | guess it’s a little
strange that one of the best
things about Hong Kong for
me is something that | could
have done a lot easier back
in my hometown. But that's
the way it goes. | have spent
the better part of my life being
as rational and balanced as
possible in the opinions |
express and in the activities
| support or take part in. |
like to think of myself as a
levelheaded kind of guy who
stands for truth, justice, and
the American way if you will.

Not with baseball though.

Baseball is the one aspect

of life where 1 like to let my

emotions run wild. It has

brought me some of the

most exciting moments in my life (like in 1996 when the
Yankees FINALLY won their first World Series in my
lifetime), and some of the most disgusting (I still don’t like
to talk about 2004). It is talking about events like these that
bring friends, families, and baseball fans of all walks of life
together. This is missing from Hong Kong simply because
baseball is relatively new to people here. | will now take
the opportunity to introduce to the Hong Kong baseball
community some moments in baseball history that
everyone should know about as a student of the game.

Game 6 of the 1986 World Series
October 25, 1986
New York Mets vs. Boston Red Sox
Shea Stadium, Queens, New York

Believe it or not, | still have this game on tape on VHS.
| was only six years old when this game occurred, but |
still remember its impact. Now, I'm definitely not a Mets
fan, but they’re kind of like the Yankees’ little brother,
so | always root for them when they’re not playing the
Yankees. That goes doubly when they play the Red

Bill Buckner lets the ball go through his legs. The Mets win
Game 6 in 10 innings.

Sox who are the biggest losers in all of sports. (I don’t
care about the last couple of years. Again, | never said |
was rational on this subject. Sorry Boston fans. You are
losers.)

Let me give a little background on the importance of
this game first. The Red Sox were leading the Series 3
games to 2. They were one game away from winning
their first World Series since 1919. Yes! 1919! That was
the year they sold the great Babe Ruth to the Yankees
(who had never won a World Series up to that point).
Legend has it that the Babe was so angry that he put a
curse on the Red Sox so that they would never again win
a World Series. Well, since 2004 we know that's not true,
but in 1986 it sure seemed real. Ask anyone from Boston
over 25 years of age and they’ll know about this day.

The Red Sox took a quick two-game lead in the Series,
only to have the Mets bounce back with two wins of their
own. Game 5 also went to the Red Sox to give them a 3-2
lead going back to New York. They were one win away
from ending all the pain and anguish that Red Sox fans
had endured over the years.



In Game 6, the Red Sox took a quick 2-0 lead. Starting
pitcher Roger Clemens looked to have the Mets under
control, but they scored 2 in the 5th inning to tie the
game. An error by Mets third baseman Ray Knight
helped the Red Sox get one more run in the 7th inning.
But the Mets tied it up again in the 8th inning on catcher
Gary Carter’s sacrifice fly. The game was tied through
the 9th, and it went to extra innings.

In the top of the 10th inning, the Red Sox scored 2 runs,
and things were definitely not looking good for the Mets.
Everyone in Boston was on the edge of their seats,
as they were just 3 outs away from not having to be
embarrassed about being Red Sox fans anymore. Relief
pitcher Calvin Schiraldi retired the first two hitters for the
Mets in the 10th inning. This left the Red Sox only one;
| repeat ONE out away from winning the World Series.
And then the Curse kicked in. The Mets managed two
singles, bringing up Ray Knight, who made the error
previously to cost the Mets a run. He fell to 0-2, making
the Red Sox only one; again | repeat ONE strike away
from winning the World Series. Knight singled to center
on the next pitch scoring one run making the score 5-4,
and putting the tying run on third.

The Red Sox changed pitchers and the next batter
was left fielder Mookie Wilson. With a 2-2 count (again
only one strike away), a wild pitch tied the game, as
the runner on third base scored, and Ray Knight went
to second. Shea stadium was going crazy, and | think
Boston got significantly quieter
at this point. But, hey, it's ok.
Right, Red Sox fans? The score
is still tied, and it you get this
out, then you just go into the 11"
inning and treat it as a 0-0 game.
Maybe get a slow grounder
that even a child could field
cleanly, and get the last out and
everything will be all right. Right?

Right. But not for Boston. What
happened next is legend, and
every baseball player and
fan should be aware of the
significance. Full count, runner
on second, Mookie Wilson hits a
slow grounder to First Baseman
Bill Buckner. | can’t do it justice

on paper. You would have to see it to believe it, but my
three-year old son could have fielded this ground ball
stepped on first base and kept the Red Sox alive. Not Bill
Buckner though. The ball went right under his glove and
between his legs into right field. Ray Knight scored, and
the Mets won the game in 10 innings.

One of the easiest plays in World Series history became
one of the most significant errors in baseball history. All
of the hope of an entire city, all of the dreams of relieving
the burden of such a painful history shattered by a
ground ball that a monkey could have fielded with his
eyes closed. It was the Curse. And for the Mets it was
destiny. They went on the win Game 7 and with it, their
second World Series Championship in club history. Bill
Buckner was reviled in Boston and laughed at in much of
the rest of the world. To this day, any time somebody lets
a ball go through their legs, you say something like, “Good
job Bill Buckner!”

It was one of the most unlikely and amazing things in
baseball history. The Mets became heroes in New York,
and Bill Buckner’s career was ruined. He was a good
player for a long time, but he will never be known for
anything other than that one simple, simple play. It's
rather sad if you ask me. | even heard that Bill Buckner
was so depressed by the whole episode that he even
tried to kill himself. In an attempt to end it all, he jumped
in front of a bus. It missed.

Ray Knight scores the winning run capping one of the
greatest comebacks in World Series history.



,\l BAF  International Baseball Federation

Editor’s note: The Hong Kong Baseball Association is a member of IBAF

Name, Composition, Headquarters and Term

The International BAseball Federation or Federation
Internacional de Beisbol, which shall also be known by
its acronym (IBAF) is the International Governing Body
for the Olympic Sport of Baseball, legally established in
accordance with its own Statutes as well as Article 60
and subsequent Articles of the Swiss Code of Civil Law,
which shall be in charge of all Baseball activities in their
various categories in all the countries of the world which
accept its Statutes, By-Laws, Rules and Regulations.

The IBAF, through its proper autonomous nature, is
apolitical; makes no distinction between race, sex or
religion and is non-profit making.

The IBAF is constituted of the Federations, Associations
or Organizations which organize, promote and develop
Baseball in their respective countries.

The world headquarters of the IBAF shall be fixed by
decision of the Congress and shall be established in
the Olympic City in Lausanne, Switzerland. It may
be transferred to another location by decision of the
Congress itself convened in an Extraordinary Session.

The IBAF is an association whose Member Federations
join the IBAF voluntarily and who are recognized in each
country as being the sole governing body for Baseball in
that particular country and being a member of the IBAF.

By voluntarily affiliating with the IBAF, the Member
Federation and/or their individual members/organizations/
officials belonging to that Member Federation by
participating in IBAF events and/or Tournaments in
any capacity whatsoever, implicitly and explicitly agree
to adhere to the principles and specific conditions
expressed in the Statutes, By-Laws, Rules, Regulations
and Policies of the IBAF as in effect at any particular
time.

The IBAF is an association of indefinite duration, unless
four fifths of its members declare it to be dissolved at an
Extraordinary Congress at which the future of its assets
must be decided.

The objects of the IBAF are:

a) To promote, encourage and develop Baseball
throughout the world and especially in the countries
where affiliated Federations, Associations or
Organizations exist.

b) To encourage the physical and moral qualities
development which are the basis of our sport,
creating through the organization of world, continental
and regional competitions, respect between nations
and their welfare, and in this way to build a peaceful
world.

c) To promote the greatest bonding and most fair and
amicable cooperation between its members.

d) To guard and protect the general interests of
Baseball throughout the world and before such
organizations and institutions as may be required.

e) To contribute to the realization of the aims laid down
in the Olympic Charter.

f) To govern and organize the Baseball competitions
throughout the world or in a part of the same, that its
members consider necessary in such categories and
levels as shall be decided, laying down therein the
By-Laws, Rules and Regulations governing them.

g) To carry out studies and investigations and promote
and organize seminars and conferences of technical
and scientific nature for the improvement and
development of Baseball throughout the world.

h) To approve and record statistical results and in
particular the world Baseball records obtained in
IBAF official competitions.

i) To provide useful information and assistance to the
members requiring so and act as a Referee, at the
request of the parties, in such disputes as may arise
between them.

j) To promote, sponsor and, if needed, found such
bodies as may be deemed necessary for the best
development and functioning of Baseball throughout
the world.



Pertaining to the IBAF Organs

The governing bodies of the IBAF are the Congress of
Delegates, the Executive Committee and Presidential
Council in this order of precedence.

In accordance with the Statutes, Commissions and
Sub Commissions may be appointed to exercise their
respective functions as delegated to them by the
Executive Committee. The Commissions and Sub
Commissions shall report to and be subject to the
authority of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Management shall be the Administrative

Organ of the IBAF > responsible through the President to
the Executive Committee.

Current President: Dr. Harvey W. Schiller

The Executive Committee

4 Commissions & Subcommissions

- Legal Commission
- Technical Commission
- Youth Commission
- Development Commission
- Medical Commission
¢ Umpires Subcommission

Major upcoming events in 2008:

Date Place
July 25 - Aug 3 Edmonton, Canada
August 8-24 Beijing, China

August 24-29 Matsuyama, Japan

Events

XXIII World Junior Baseball Championship
XXIX Olympic Games Beijing 2008

111 Women s Baseball World Cup
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Mr. Kwok, one of the parents, teaches the players
how to play the diabolo.

Prepare for the 19th World Children s Baseball Fair

Since March 2008, the Hong
Kong representatives are having
regular meeting with Coach
Pat, the chaperone of them for
the event, monthly to prepare
for a performance that each
participating country/region is
requested.
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Schedule of the
5th BFA "AA" Baseball Championship

Participating Teams: Chinese Taipei, China, Korea, Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines, Hong Kong, Japan
Tournament Date: 25-29 August 2008
Tournament Place: Shizuoka, Japan

(PoolA=a,b,c,d Poolb=e,f,gh)
Aug 23 (Sat) All teams arrive in Japan on August 23, 2008

Aug 24 (Sun) Official Practice ® Manager Meeting (17:00) ¢ Opening Ceremony ¢ Welcome Party (19:00)

Game 1 (9:00) Game 2 (11:00) Game 3 (13:00) Game 4 (15:00)

Aug 25 (Mon) Aa-Ab Be - Bf Ac-Ad Bg - Bh
Aug 26 (Tue) Bf - Bg Ab - Ac Be - Bh Aa-Ad
Aug 27 (Wed) Ab - Ad Be - Bg Aa-Ac Bf - Bh
Aug 28 (Thu) 7th Place Game 5th Place Game Semi-Final (1) Semi-Final (2)

(Pool A4th vs Pool B 4th) (Pool A 3rd vs Pool B 3rd) (Pool A 1st vs Pool B 2nd) (Pool A2nd vs Pool B 1st)
Aug 29 (Fri) Third place game Final Closing Ceremony
Aug 30 (Sat) All teams depart on August 30, 2008

Remarks : For reference only
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2008 H=Jg IBAF LTIkt A BERF &
III IBAF Women s Baseball World Cup 2008 Game Schedule

Participating Teams: Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, USA
Tournament Date: 24-29 August 2008
Tournament Place: Matsuyama, Japan

Remarks : For reference only
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BFA Baseball Clinic in Hong Kong
AZ 5B RE R — R A REE

Hong Kong Baseball Association is going to hold a
baseball clinic in July 2008. Two top-class Japanese
baseball coaches will be sent by Baseball Federation
of Asia to Hong Kong to conduct the clinic for the Hong
Kong baseball coaches.

This is a good occasion for the Hong Kong baseball

coaches to brush up their coaching skill and to exchange
coaching ideas.

Tentative Schedule

Date 2008 Time Place Content
July 5 Sat 18:00 - 21:00 Sai Tso Wan Baseball Field, Lam Tin Practical Clinic |
July 6 Sun 13:30 - 18:00 Sai Tso Wan Baseball Field, Lam Tin Practical Clinic Il
July 7 Mon 19:30 - 21:30 Confucius Hall School, Causeway Bay Seminar

Enquiry: Hong Kong Baseball Association
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BFA Baseball Clinic in Hong Kong - Instructor’s
Information
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Mr. Tomoshige Yamashita

Date of Birth - Feb. 25, 1945

Specialty - Any (Pitching, Fielding, Batting)

Bio. - Former manager of Seiryo High School.
Led Seiryo High School to National High School
Champion Ship Tournament “Koshien” 25 times.
(Spring; 11 times, Summer; 14 times)
Instructed Hideki Matsui (New York Yankees) from
1990-1992.
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Mr. Katsuhiko Sawada

Date of Birth - Feb. 19, 1957

Specialty - Any (Pitching, Fielding, Batting)

Bio.- Former manager of Matsuyama Syogyo High
School
Led Matsuyama Syogyo High School to National
High School Champion for* Koshien” at 1996
Summer tournament.




2008-09F & B Ik A g i h B e

Hong Kong Baseball Association Annual Events Calendar for the year of 2008-09
(1.4.2008~31.3.2009)
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BFA Baseball Clinic in Hong Kong
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2008 PONY Baseball Asia Pacific Zone Bronco Divisionn Championship
2008 PONY Baseball Asia Pacific Zone Pony Divisionn Championship
19th World Children’s Baseball Fair
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1l Women'’s Baseball World Cup

5th BFA "AA" Baseball Championship
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8th Asian Cup
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Taipei International "AA" Baseball Invitational Tournament 2008
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Hong Kong 2008 BFA "A" Baseball Championship
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ESES/Y BFA Executive Committee Meeting
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BFA = Baseball Federation of Asia FIBS = Federazione ltaliana Baseball Softball
IBAF = International Baseball Federation PABA=Philippines Amateur Baseball Association

TPE = Taipei Baseball Committee WCBF = World Children’s Baseball Foundation
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HKBA = Hong Kong Baseball Association

PONY = PONY Baseball
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