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INFRACTIONS AND FINES

Foreword

Refer to the “Infractions and Fines” that laid down in the World Baseball Softball
Confederation (WBSC) Tournament Regulations in 2019, the Hong Kong Baseball
Association (HKBA) has determined certain Infractions and Fines as below.

1. Infraction of specific HKBA Competition Regulations will automatically incur a fine in
HKD. The violator will have two weeks from the date of notification to pay the fine.
Any appeal of a decision regarding a fine will be handled as per the section 5 of these
Regulations. While teams, players and clubs will be notified about fines during the
competition by the Vice-chairman of Games and Director of Open League, the HKBA
Secretariat will be responsible for ensuring that fines are paid in a timely fashion. It is
ultimately the responsibility of the participating teams to ensure that these fines have
been paid. Failure to do so will result in teams being unable to participate in the next
season, as well as additional fines being incurred. No team will be permitted to play in
HKBA official events if outstanding fines have not been paid to the HKBA Secretariat.

2. The following is the list of infraction levels and associated fines and suspensions.
Alevel fines: $5,000 - $6,000
B level fines: $2,000 - $4,000
C level fines: $500 - $1,500

3. LEVEL OF INFRACTIONS

3.1 Alevel infractions:
A level is infractions of rules that are considered crucial for competition success, those
that cause serious negative effects on international baseball. The fine for an A level
infraction is $5,000 - $6,000.
The following are examples of A level infractions:

Foreign substance/doctored baseball

Physically aggressive activities against HKBA official

Physically aggressive activities against a fan

lllegal/corked bat

Throwing equipment in umpire's direction

Intentional throwing at a batter in the head area
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3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

B level infractions:

B level is infractions of rules that are considered important for games operations and/or
also is a behavior that is considered unsportsmanlike. The fine for a B level infraction is
$2,000 - $4,000.

The following are examples of B level infractions:
» Not leaving dugout after ejection

» Contacting an umpire

»  Fighting

» Team personnel ejection

C level infractions:

C level is infractions of logistical and/or routine rules in nature. The fine for a C level
infraction is $500 - $1,500.

The following are examples of C level infractions:

» Delay or absence in manager’s meeting without prior notice

Failure to follow regulations concerning uniform color and related regulations
Failure to follow guidelines on field use and maintenance

Failure to notify HKBA regarding swapping a scheduled game with other teams
Failure to meet the protection and security regulations of the players in the playing
field

When non-authorized personnel enters/does not leave the dugout, after being
instructed by HKBA Official

YV V V V

Y

In case any participants are charged with conduct that requires stronger sanctions than
the above, the Vice-chairman of Games and Director of Open League may impose a
penalty and/or suspension they find appropriate and justified. Any appeal of the
decision will be taken up by the Jury of Appeal.

Conduct on or off the field:

Damages caused by any member of a team to the playing field, venue’s facilities, or to
any other area, will be the direct responsibility of the team/club they represent. HKBA
and LCSD shall not be responsible for the financial situation of any team or club.
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3.6 Examples of incidents and potential infractions and fines.
These incidents will serve as guidelines for the types of fines and/or suspensions that
the Vice-chairman of Games and Director of Open League will use when rendering

judgments:
Infraction Action Fine Suspension
Level

C Delay or absence in manager’s meeting or a game without $500

prior notice
C Failure to follow regulations concerning uniform color and $1,000

related regulations
C Failure to follow guidelines on field use and maintenance $1,000
C Failure to notify HKBA regarding swapping a scheduled game $1,000

with other teams
C Failure to meet the protection and security regulations of the $1,500

players in the playing field
C Failure to submit starting line ups in time $1,500
C Using unofficial game baseball in the competition $1,500
C Prolonged arguing $1,500
C Non-authorized personnel enters/does not leave the dugout $1,500

after being instructed by HKBA Official
B Communication between dugout and stands during a game $2,000
B Inappropriate comments directed at an umpire $2,000
B Use of non approved bat $2,000
B Violently throwing equipment $2,000
B Inappropriate gestures at an umpire/HKBA official $2,000
B Restrained from confronting umpire/player $2,000
B Actions causing benches to empty $2,500
B Team personnel ejection $2,500
B Actions during bench clearing (not physical violence) $2,500 0 to 3 games
B Throwing equipment/debris onto field from dugout $2,500 0 to 5 games
B Intentional throwing at a batter $2,500 1to 4 games
B Charging the mound $2,500 0 to 3 games
B Not leaving dugout after ejection $3,000 1to 3 games
B Contacting an umpire/HKBA official $3,000 1to 5 games
B Fighting $4,000 3 to 5 games
A Intentional throwing at a batter in the head area $5,000 4 to 5 games
A Throwing equipment in umpire/HKBA official 's direction $5,000 1to 5 games
A Use of altered bat $5,000 4 to 5 games
A Foreign substance/doctored baseball $5,000 10 games
A Physically aggressive activity against a fan $6,000 5to 15 games
A Physically aggressive activity against HKBA official $6,000 0 to 6 games
A Causing a forfeit game $6,000 0 to 6 games

Note 1: The Board of Directors of HKBA has its discretion to make additional Infractions
and fines.
Note 2: The number of suspension games could cross a season.
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4.

5.
5.1

5.2

5.3

JURY OF APPEAL
HKBA will appoint a Jury of Appeal comprising of the Chairman of HKBA or his
authorized representative while his absent, and 2 other members

The Jury of Appeal will be the organ of appeal for fines, judgments, or suspensions
dictated by the Technical Commission/Plate Umpire in the Competition. It will have no
application in the judgments dictated by the Technical Commission/Plate Umpire in
cases related to the Official Baseball Rules. Only the Technical Commission/Plate
Umpire decisions that are not related to the Rules of the Game may be appealed in front
of the Jury of Appeal.

APPEALS

The appeal brief shall be forwarded to the Jury of Appeal via HKBA Secretariat (email:
hkbsa@hkolympic.org) accompanied by a copy of the judgment being appealed,
together with a payment record of HKD1,500, quoting the rules that the appellant
believes have been violated or have not been applied. Only the Technical
Commission/Plate Umpire’s decisions that are not related to the rules of the game may
be appealed in front of the Jury of Appeal. Technical Commission/Plate Umpire’s
decisions related to the rules of the game are final and they can only appeal other
items not related to game rules.

The time limit to present an appeal is 24 hours after having received the notification of
the judgment to be appealed.

Once the appeal has been presented to Jury of Appeal, the Jury will meet in seven
working days after receiving the appeal, and the decision will be made within fourteen
working days of receiving appeal, knowing that the decision of the Jury could have a
bearing on any subsequent games in the competition.

04. 2020

02.
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