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Hong Kong welcomed baseball teams from around the globe to take part in the territory’
s first ever women'’s international baseball tournament.

It is a cold yet sunny Valentine’s Day and there are plenty of young women running
around looking eager and determined. Their focus is not on men, chocolates or flowers,
but on a coveted baseball prize, the Oregon Scientific Phoenix Cup.

In fact there are girls and women from overseas decked out in brightly coloured baseball
uniforms jogging in single file around Lam Tin’s Sai Tso Wan Baseball Field. There is
a buzz around the field with different teams displaying different attitudes: the Japanese
ladies appear deadly serious when bending and stretching while the Australian team is
larking around cracking jokes.

To celebrate its 15th anniversary the Hong Kong Baseball Association is staging a
series of events, this four-day international women'’s tournament in mid-February being
one of them.

Six teams took part: Hong Kong’s Allies, Australia’s Aussie Hearts, Japan’s Far East
Bloomers, Korea’s Sunrise, North America’s WBL North Stars and Taiwan’s Taipei
Vanguard.

“This is the first time our baseball association has organised an international competition
so we are very proud of that,” said Allies team member Veronica Cheung.

“We have prepared for about half a year for this competition because we want to be the
champions.”

They may be serious about winning but the tournament was also a good opportunity to
promote the sport to youngsters.

“We would like to encourage younger players to take up the sport and start playing it at
school,” Veronica said.

“We have invited children from local schools to attend our games because we want to
inspire them.”

For men only?
Baseball is often viewed as a man’s game but that does not mean females are incapable of playing it.

Women's baseball teams in the US started to appear after the mid-19th century and grew in popularity from
1890 to 1930.

But it was the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League that captured the US public’s imagination.
Lasting from 1943 to 1954 it was the first recorded professional women's baseball league, the most famous
team being the Rockford Peaches.

Women stepping up to the plate
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This defunct league received worldwide attention when a fictional account of the Peaches team was made
into @ major Hollywood film, A League of Their Own, in 1992 starring Tom Hanks and Madonna.

Despite its status at the time, it was still run by men with a sexist mindset. To attract more fans, the players
were required to wear short skirts and lipstick during play.

Today, baseball associations around the world have women’s teams that compete in international
tournaments.

“Most of our players competed in the Women’s Baseball World Cup in Taiwan two years ago so we have
been up against teams of a higher standard, such as Japan,” said Alies pitcher Kitty Au.

WBL North Stars player and manager Justine Siegal pointed out that despite the interest among females
there is no girl's baseball teams in the States and so they have to play with the boys.

The women’s game, though, is a welcome relief from the steroid doping scandal currently hitting the major

baseball leagues in the US. There have been a number of players accused of using steroids, including

that of baseball star Roger Clemens who recently appeared before a US Congress committee to answer
Il of using drugs.

Japanese triumph

Each team’s expectations were high and all wanted to win the championship itle. The six teams were
divided into two groups in the round robin stage. Hong Kong won their group - they first beat Korea 8-3 then
Australia 10-4 the next day. However they lost out to North America in the semi-final stage, losing to them
by 8-18.

In the final, Japan triumphed over North America with an emphatic 14-1 win.

Both teams have experienced players but it was Far East Bloomers pitcher Shino
Kokubo who made the difference. She picked up the Best Pitcher and Most Valuable
Player awards for her outstanding contribution.

“We are glad to be here and enjoyed it immensely. We practised very hard and looked
forward to a good result,” she said.

The overseas players gave Hong Kong the thumbs up and would love to come back, as
summed up by Justine.

“It's very warm in Hong Kong and we are happy to be here,” she said. “This competition
is an historic event and | hope there are many more to come.”

Glossary
1. covet (v. ) 2. buzz (n./ERER) 3. lark around (ph.v.E2E)
4. defunct (adj )8 ASEEHI) 5. sexist (adj. 1Bk #E) 6. round robin (phr.n fEERE)
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In January 2008, Mr. John
Ostermyer and Ms. Erika Sramek
Saeki, Secretary General and
Marketing and TV Rights Manager
of IBAF, visited us and SF&OC
to update on the development of
baseball in the world.
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Bank of China (Hong Kong) 51st Festival of
Sport - 2008 PONY Baseball Tournament

(Bronco Division Hong Kong District)
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China’s National Passtime?

Ryan Landolt — Dragonflies Baseball Club (HK)

Why Hong Kong Should be the Center for
Baseball in China?

| have played organized baseball since | was seven years
old. My interest goes back as far as | can remember,
though. It was my first love. Some of the best memories
of my youth are playing baseball with my father, or having
him and my mother watch me play. Growing up in New
York, we really only got to play during the spring and
summer. The rest of the year was just too cold, so we
weren't as lucky as the kids in Florida and Texas. But we
played as much as we could.

We talked about it too. Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe
DiMaggio, Micky Mantle, to name just a few great
Yankees, were my first introduction to history; Yankee
history, baseball history, and in a way, American history
as well. It was this appreciation for history that led me to
one of my other passions in life: China.

| studied a lot of Chinese history and Chinese literature
classes in university, as well as Cantonese (YES!
Cantonese). Why did | study Cantonese as opposed to
Putonghua, you ask? Well, | knew that | wanted to come
to Hong Kong. It's the most cosmopolitan and exciting
city in China, and in my opinion, the world. So the
decision to learn Cantonese was an easy one. I'm glad
| did. Now I'm fluent, and | feel this gives me the ability
to appreciate Hong Kong and China in a way that a lot
of foreigners can’t. After living here for four years, the
one thing that | really missed was baseball. Fortunately,
thanks to the HKBA and the Dragonflies Baseball Club,
| can now do the thing that | love most in the place | love
most.

This is really an exciting time in China for sports in
general, and baseball in particular. The Olympics later
this year will bring unprecedented international coverage
to China’s best players. The partnerships that Major
League teams like my beloved Yankees are developing
here ensures that talent will be discovered, and will
be developed professionally and properly. And the
emergence of stars like Wang Chien-Ming as one of the

best pitchers in all of baseball proves without a doubt that
an ethnically Chinese person can compete with and excel
against the very best in the world.

So where does Hong Kong stand in all of this? Well, |
believe that Hong Kong could (and should) become the
center for baseball in China. | don’'t have any statistics,
but | would be willing to bet that there are more North
Americans, and therefore people who know how to play
baseball, in Hong Kong than in any other Chinese city.
(Although | think Vancouver is now technically considered
a “Chinese’ city, but they’re all too busy with hockey and
curling anyway.)

Hong Kong also has a much higher standard of
English than anywhere in China, and can therefore
take advantage of any “foreign experts” without the
need for interpreters. Plus, when translation is needed,
for example with younger players, the local coaches
that | have met would certainly not have any problem
interpreting quickly and accurately. Finally, unlike Beijing,
Tianjin, and some of the other “baseball” cities in China,
Hong Kong is warm all year. This means players do not
have to sit around during the winter months waiting for
the snow on the field to melt like | had to do when | was a
kid.

In my opinion, there really isn’t a better sport for Hong
Kong and China to put the time, effort, and money into
developing. We need to go into the schools. We need
to play a lot more games. We need to make sure the
few good fields are put to good use and not wasted. We
need to take advantage of the people who are committed
to baseball and to Hong Kong. And we need to show
parents that sports are as good for their kids as any
piano lessons or extra French tutorials are in regards to
building character and getting into a good university.

Finally, we also have to be more involved in the
development on the mainland. | am somewhat out of the
loop, so | don’t know exactly how much communication
goes on, but the more the better. Talent should be
developed locally, and those outstanding players should
be sent to play in the Chinese Baseball League. And
they should be put on stipend in the same way and on
the same level as other elite athletes are in Hong Kong.
This will make playing baseball economically viable for
some local players and the speed of the development will
increase exponentially.

Baseball has a future in China and in Hong Kong. As
a player, a fan, and the father of a future player, that is
exciting. Who knows, maybe the next great Chinese
Major Leaguer will spell his name with the Cantonese
pronunciation.
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