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8TH ASIAN CUP 2009

Final Stand:
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IBAF NEWS

IBAF ANNOUNCES WOMEN'S BASEBALL
COMMITTEE, OUTLINES NEXT STEPS IN
WOMEN'S BASEBALL GROWTH AT THE
GRASSROOTS LEVEL

Committee chaired by Donna Lopiano, Ph.D., comprised

of leaders of 11 nations

(LAUSANNE, Switzerland) — The International Baseball
Federation (IBAF) announced Wednesday the names on
its first ever Women'’s Baseball Committee and outlined
the next steps in the continued global growth of women's
baseball.

“Baseball is a sport for all, and the future success of
the game, especially in emerging countries, lies at the
grassroots level where boys and girls play the game
together,” said IBAF President Dr. Harvey Schiller. “Our
efforts will be to both build up that support system for
young people and then find ways to give girls who wish to
stay involved in baseball when they get to their teenage
years the opportunity to do so. Many girls do not have
the opportunity to continue playing into their teenage
years and either go to other sports or stop playing
entirely, and we need to invest in their development to
make sure that a healthy next-level option exists and
grows.”

The Women's Baseball Committee is chaired by Dr.
Donna Lopiano, Ph.D., former head of the Women'’s
Sports Foundation and one of the most respected people
in athletics today. The committee members include:
Andre LaChance (Canada), Susan Zhang (China), Hiroko
Yamada (Japan), Kitty Au (Hong Kong), Ndi Okereke-
Onyiuke (Nigeria) Athokpam Bhanu Devi (India),
Margarita Mayeta (Cuba), Sandra Monteiro (Portugal),
Brett Pickett (Australia), and Crystal Choi (Korea).

The committee held its first conference call on
Wednesday and outlined a plan that will include:

The development of written materials and starter kits for
member federations to use to teach the game to more
young girls. The development of technical teams which
can offer instruction for member federations.

The identification of 20 additional member federations
per year to target the growth of the women’s game
specifically. Developing a set of guidelines for policy
makers so that there are no barriers for young women to
play baseball. An enhanced marketing presence targeted
at girls and women.

The Committee will also begin the review process for the
site of the 2010 IBAF Women’s World Cup, which will be
held next summer, and will review the guidelines for the
first ever IBAF Women's Baseball World rankings, which
will be announced for the current list of over 30 nations
that offer elite women’s baseball. Currently it is estimated
that over 400,000 women and girls play baseball globally,
and the IBAF expects that number to double in the next
few years as these initiatives take hold, especially in
Europe and emerging nations.

The IBAF is submitting a five-day, eight-team women’s
baseball tournament as part of its application to return
to the Olympic Programme in 2016 as well. The event
would take the place of the IBAF Women’s World Cup
that year.

The Committee will reconvene via conference call

in late June, following the IBAF’s presentation to the
International Olympic Committee Executive Committee

in Lausanne, Switzerland on Monday, 15 June. Sandra
Monteiro will represent the Women's Committee at that
meeting. Monteiro, a former player, is the only female
president of an IBAF member federation and is a member
of the Portuguese Olympic Committee.

Miss Kitty Au ( ), Director of the Hong
Kong Baseball Association, has been
nominated and successfully selected to the
IBAF Women's Baseball Committee effective
May 2009 for promoting women's baseball
world-wide.

About the International Baseball Federation
(IBAF)

Founded in 1938, the International Baseball Federation
is a non-governmental organisation recognised by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as administering
men’s and women’s baseball at the world level. Located
in Lausanne, Switzerland — the Olympic Capital — and
counting 125 National Member Federations, the IBAF
organises the IBAF Men’s and Women'’s Baseball World
Cup, the AAA (18U) and AA (16U) World Championships,
the Olympic Games Baseball Tournament, and it
sanctions the World Baseball Classic, among other
international baseball tournaments. The IBAF works to
develop and grow the game of baseball around the world.
For more information, please visit www.ibaf.org
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THE 11TH NATIONAL GAMES
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LOCAL LEAGUE
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UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS
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2009 PONY Baseball (Bronco Division) Asia-Pacific Zone Tournament FEIHERRMET  #BEAR K2 LB 1I&%  BR M)l EEE8E - BRE-
18 - 24 July 2009  Sun-Cheon, Korea HETHESE -
Game Venue EERHASRENSRLEREEN  BRRERPRARENEEE -

Kang-Nam Girl's Highschool Field, Sun-Cheon City, Jeolranam-do, Korea
EERRBFHEL R BRI ERBIGHARGREZER - BN MRS RENT ¢

Participating Teams
Chinese Taipei, Japan, Korea and Hong Kong

HEMR FREEM

Hong Kong Representative ZsyEt AEREtE
i Sy PPN 8 o =
HKTA Shun Yeung Primary School (E/8&#5#&&4uk5/0E) e FkERE
Delegation List T’F%H@ §%Iﬁ§§k§
Head of Delegation ~ TONG Chi Ping ELH&H_E ﬁﬁ’%a}ll.’.@a‘!‘g“
Team Manager LAl Man Chee Jack BRERTT BEFERE
Head Coach  MAK Peter =% RKISEERE
Coach  CHIANG Hon Kiu ZEm EBTFEHE
Steward ~ WEN Wai Man B IGE KRG
Players CHAN Shum Lqman il KIS ETe
CHING Chun Michael eEs ERFIERE
LAM Lai Him w s
LA Yo bt WEE KBRS
LEE Yiu Hong WEE  RksERE
LEUNG Hong Ting EE]E‘&?_ ;%7kft5$§§ﬁ§
LIN I Hsien BT PEFIARETE
N . s . NG Shun On
FIEEART (50 (R BRIR LS {5 ZE NG Ka H
BEETEEIEAL RESETL B aro
Gt KTERE - RERAELL RIGHEEILEETE - SHEK Shun Yin

SZE Long Ho York
WAN Cheuk Yam
WEN Ho Hin

WEN Tsz Yin Jordan
WONG Ho Chun
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BASEBALL TALK BY REX WAN
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Gameday at MLB.com
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ryanhkbaseball@gmail.com

COLUMN BY RYAN LANDOLT

Like a Broken Record

| don’t mean to sound like a broken record. | really don't,
but here we go again. One word, over and over again:
steroids, steroids, steroids. The biggest news in baseball
so far this year (and probably for the whole 2009 season)
is that Manny Ramirez of the Los Angeles Dodgers

was given a prescription for a banned substance that

is associated with performance-enhancing drugs (i.e.
steroids). | say itin such a long-winded fashion because
he supposedly didn't test positive for anything like HGH
(human growth hormone) or Primobolan, or any of the
other wonder drugs that Alex Rodriquez, and scores of
other players have been known to use. His doctor gave
him a note for hCG, or (ready for some chemistry talk?)
human chorionic gonadotropin.

Now what is hCG, and why did Manny get a 50 game
suspension for supposedly preparing to use it? Well,
using hCG is not quite like getting your hand caught in
the steroid cookie jar, but it's like finding a whole lot of
crumbs on your face, shirt, lap and in your vitamin E
syringe. It's a fertility drug for women. Most men don'’t
want to get pregnant, and even if they do, they realize
they can’t without extensive surgery before using the
hCG. Ah, yes, but it's also used by athletes to bring
testosterone levels back to normal after using steroids.
That was enough for major leauge baseball and their
image-concious steroid police, and Ramirez was
suspended without pay for 50 games. Now, | believe in
due process and the idea that people are innocent until
proven guilty, but this is pretty cut and dry. Then again, it
could just be a case of Manny being tranny.

Now unlike Alex Rodriguez, | can't say that | feel the
least bit sorry for Manny. He's been a clown, a nuissance
to pretty much every team he's been on, and he’s just a
pretty obnoxious kind of guy. If he had the A-Rod tragic
hero, please won't somebody just love me for who | am
thing, I might not mind it so much. But then | think about
how 2004 might have turned out a lot differently if this
cheater wasn't on the juice smashing all those clutch

extra-base hits off the Yankees. Ah, but then | remember
all the other steroid cheats (sorry alleged steroid cheats)
on the Yankees that year: Jason Giambi, Kevin Brown,
Gary Sheffield...and | realize that none of this stuff
matters any more. It's all just one big joke and we simply
have to reevaluate the way we think about the game and
its history.

When | was a kid, | used to have a discussion with my
father about which baseball records would never be
broken. My Dad used to say that Joe DiMaggio’s 56
game hit streak would be one. | used to think Cy Young's
511 career wins would be impossible to beat. But with
steroids, people are able to perform all sorts of super-
human feats, and they can keep pitching until they're
like 60, so longevity isn’t the issue it used to be. In this
day and age, none of the home run records are safe, but
there are some records that | think will stand the test of
time no matter how many drugs the new kids pump into
themselves. Here is my list of unbreakable records:

Shortest Player Ever:
Eddie Gaedel — St. Louis Browns

Eddie Gaedel: Career on base percentage: 1.000
http: paperpast. 1ipy
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Hey kids, if anyone ever tells you that you're not big
enough or strong enough to be a professional baseball
player, you can tell them to shut up and use Eddie
Gaedel as the proof that they are wrong. (Just explain
the story before they stick your little head in the toilet).
At 3 feet 7 inches (1.09 m) and weighing just 65 Ibs.
(29.5 kg), Eddie Gaedel played in only one game for the
hapless St. Louis Browns on August 19, 1951. The St.
Louis Browns were well known for being horrible year
in and year out, and owner Bill Veeck came up with the
idea to sign Gaedel as a publicity stunt. Wearing jersey
number 1/8 and going to the plate with a plastic bat,
little Eddie Gaedel walked on four straight pitches. It's
no wonder. You try throwing stikes to someone the size
of a large toddler. Gaedel was then replaced by a pinch

runner, but the appearance was recorded in the annals of

baseball history, and unless Manny Ramirez really gets
into chemistry and creates a Mini-Manny, Eddie Gaedel
will go down in history as the smallest player to ever to
play major league baseball.

Worst Uniform Ever:
1976 Chicago White Sox

No, those aren’t two middle-

aged men playing in a softball

beer league. And no that's
not the UPS delivery man
bringing you the glove you
ordered. But, yes those are
shorts. It seems amazing
that any owner would think
to put his players in uniforms
that ugly. And it's a wonder
that the players would submit

Nice legs.

nytimes P9

themselves to it without a riot. That is, it seems odd until
you find out that the owner was none other then Bill
Veeck. By 1976 he had moved on from the Browns (they
had moved on Baltimore and become the Orioles), and
had brought his asinine ideas to the city of Chicago. The
1976 White Sox were one of the worst teams in baseball
history with a record of 64 wins and 97 loses. | guess
Veeck thought that what fans really wanted to see was
hairy knee caps instead of competitive baseball. They
didn't wear it the whole year, but it was enough to go
down in history as the worst uniform ever. Even all the
grotesque uniforms of the Pirates and the Padres can't
hold a candle to these major leaguers who look almost
like Rockford Peaches.

What a Peach!
http:/www.sportsartifacts.com/pub71550ngbl.JPG
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COLUMN BY RYAN LANDOLT

Best (and Worst) Baseball Promotional Night Event Ever:
Disco Demolition Night - Comisky Park, July 12 1979

}‘Ne don't need no water
tp:

Baseball is an integral part of American culture. In many
ways the attitudes and hopes and fears of the country can
be understood though the national pastime. Babe Ruth
got us through the dejection of the Great Depression in
the 1930s. Paul Simon lamented about innocence lost
when he and Mrs. Robinson pined for Joe DiMaggio. And
now in a time when we all want something for nothing (in
the US you could get a mortgage even though you made
close to the minimum wage not too long ago) without any
of the hard work, steroid use is the big issue.

Well, the promotions at baseball stadiums are a well-
known part of going to the ballpark. Most of the gifts are
cheap pieces of plastic, but one night in 1979 summed
up a whole sorry decade (not as sorry as this current
one, but pathetic just the same).

Disco Demolition Night was the brainchild of radio disc
jockey Steve Dahl and Mike Veeck from the White Sox
management. Yes, Mike Veeck is Bill Veeck’s son. The
idiocy must be genetic. They devised a plan where fans
could bring all their hated and unwanted disco records to
the July 12" game in exchange for free admission. The
records would be collected, placed in a large crate, and
blown up in center field. What happened next, you ask?
The records were in fact blown up with a bomb, and in
the excitement, thousands of fans rushed onto the field
and started a riot. They stole bases, tore up the outfield
grass, and the Chicago riot police had to break up the
whole thing. The game had to be forfeited, and Disco

Demolition Night ruined
Mike Veeck’s career in
baseball. And so Disco
Demolition Night goes
down in history as the
best and worst promotion
night ever. It was the best
in the sense that the idea
behind the event should

Disco sucks! It was the
worst because all the

chance to destroy more
disco records.

And so here are three
records that | believe will
stand the test of time.
Ridiculous, you say? Yes it is. But so is the idea of

hanging onto other records as being sacred; numbers that
really don't matter and that are not really worthy of all the
acclaim we give them. | didn't realize this until the whole

steroid issue slapped me in the face and made it all clear.

| used to care, but now | don't. So what if these guys
cheat? | don't love baseball because Alex Rodriguez, or

Barry Bonds, or Roger Clemens, or Manny Ramirez play

the game. | love it because | love to play it — because |

have good memories playing with my father, and friends.

But I'm not a child any more, and | really don’t want to

be. I don't care who cheats as long as they are punished
when we find out that they do. The numbers don’t matter.

They never have and they never will. What matters

is playing the game with your kids and teaching them
how to compete, how to win, and how to lose properly
— with respect and dignity. If more parents and coaches
started doing

that, then the

steroid issue

would take

care of itself.

http://blogs.suntimes.com/sportsprose/DISCO%20DEMOLITION%20DISC%20
JOCKEY%20STEVE%20DAHL%20IN%201979.jpg
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be praised and supported.

rioting took away from the
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HKBA EVENTS CALENDAR
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Hong Kong Baseball Association Annual Events Calendar
for the year of 2009-2010 (1.4.2009~31.3.2010)
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2009.12.3-2009.12.4  BFA Congress Lausanne, Switzerland  BFA

2009.12.5-2009.12.6  IBAF Congress Lausanne, Switzerland  BAF . . T

2009.12. 23 ~ 2009.12. 27  Taipei Intemational "AA" Baseball Invitational Tournament 2009 Taipei, Taiwan TPE ﬁ it ﬁi'ﬁ% ﬁf*ﬁ ¥|J E ' AT R ﬂ g H
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mEA— BEXE HKBA -y r—
855 #E Leso EL IR T
BEXEETSH HKBA - L —
.
o o BARREEHRWZINS -
' HKBA
HE HKBA
2009/20105F FEFH I 4RHE E HKBA
Bk BE HKBA
BFJ = Basebal| Federation of Japan HKBA = Hong Kong Baseball Association IBAF = International Baseball Federation
LCSD = Leisure and Cultural Services Department PONY = PONY Basebal| SF&OC = Sports Federation & Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China

TPE = Taipei Baseball Committee WCBF = World Children's Basebal | Foundation



14 July 2009, Flag Presentation of "HKTA Shun Yeung Primary School" for representing Hong Kong to the 2009 PONY Baseball (Bronco Division) Asia-Pacific Zone Tournament.
Provided by: HKTA Shun Yeung Primary School






